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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #16 (Chapter Sixteen)

Not to Worry… He is Risen
Main Idea

Certainly the death of Jesus on the cross is a milestone in the chronicles of eternal history. However, as important as Jesus’ death is to the lives of Believers, the greatest power of God was demonstrated through the resurrection. Jesus’ death was necessary to establish Him as the ultimate and perfect sacrifice for our sins; however, His resurrection was necessary to qualify Him as our Savior. Jesus did it all – life, death, and the resurrection. Now it’s our turn - to live lives worthy of the calling He has for us.
Deep Thoughts

There are so many aspects of Christianity that set it apart from all other world religions. The first is that our relationship with God, and most importantly our eternal salvation and security, have nothing to do with us. It is all about God (Romans 8:28–31). Another critical element is that our Founder is also our Lord and God. This will always be something that is still hard to comprehend; however, we are required to believe, not to understand. A final critical element is that our Founder is not buried in a tomb. Not only did His life transcend human existence, even in His death Jesus was above us all. Another aspect of the resurrection that I love is that it is another tremendous proof that Jesus was exactly who He claimed to be – The Messiah, God Incarnate. As Peter wrote (cf. 1 Peter 1):
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.

May we be motivated to live for Christ because of His willingness to die for us, but also His passion for life and completion of the task in coming back from the dead to be our Lord. In this lesson we continue our focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures John 20; 27:57-66 and 28:11-15.
 Questions for Consideration
1. Read John 20 and consider the following questions.

a) Through both the crucifixion and resurrection experiences, women play a critical role. Why were (and perhaps are) women more apt to readily trust Christ and look to Him for hope than men? What can we all learn, especially men, from the example we see lived out in the women of the gospel?
b) One of my favorite passages in the Bible is John 20:16. What was so impacting to Mary when Jesus simply mentioned her name?

c) For most of Christian history Thomas has been maligned as the great doubter. What is so important for us in studying Thomas’ response in John 20:28? In our lives, what happens when we doubt Jesus and His promises to us?
2. Read Matthew 27:57-66 and 28:11-15. Isn’t it interesting that the Jewish religious leaders remembered Jesus’ exact words, although His own followers seemed blind to the truth? What do we learn from the response of the Jewish leaders as portrayed in their communication to Pilate and interaction with the tomb guards?
3. We are at a point in this study where it is appropriate to ask some critical questions about our walk with Jesus (in part because we have covered the fundamental points necessary to understand that Jesus was indeed the Messiah and what is necessary for salvation). How has Jesus changed your life? If someone were to ask you why you are a follower of Christ, what would be your response?

Take-away Points

As heart-wrenching and gruesome as it is for us to study the crucifixion of Jesus, the resurrection brings restoration to the Christian emotion. May we remember Jesus through the power of the resurrection and live our lives focused on the power that is available to us as Believers to overcome sin and mediocrity in living the Christian life.
Next Meeting Time: Sunday, August 22. Read Chapters 17 and 18 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All, in preparation.

