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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #17 (Chapter Seventeen)

Encountering Jesus along Life’s Road
Main Idea

Looking back through history it is easy to be critical of the two disciples who traveled on the road to Emmaus. How could someone who had spent time with Jesus honestly not know it was Him walking alongside the road with them; or most importantly, talking in a way that only Jesus could do. However, in our own lives how often are we unresponsive to the Lord’s gentle hand? Are there areas in your life that you have not surrendered to Jesus and in this regard mimic what we observe in the blindness of those who traveled with Jesus to Emmaus?
Deep Thoughts

From time to time when we study the Bible we come across individuals who could have made wiser choices. Like moviegoers before the big screen, we want to scream out to the victim when trouble awaits them around the next corner. Classical Biblical examples include Joseph who needed an encouraging word that things would get better, the nation of Israel that Samuel’s warning about the dangers of a king should be heeded, and probably the Bible’s all-time example: David and Bathsheba. It is often easy to see the dangers that lurk behind dark corners when viewed from the outside; however, the real challenge is seeing life from the inside out. The challenge for you and me is to see life from God’s eyes and to make decisions on a daily basis that reflect His vantage point. This is true in the good times and the bad, the ends of the bell curve when we tend to be least responsive. It is a rare quality in a man who can remain attentive to the whisper of God regardless of his circumstances, be they the highest of highs or the lowest of lows. In this lesson we continue our focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures James 2:2-12; and Luke 24:13-35.
 Questions for Consideration
1. Read the story on pages 246-247 about the president of the small Bible college with whom Dr. Swindoll interacted. Are there times in your life when you have faced discouragement to the point of despair? As a Christian how should we handle the blows given to us in life? Consider James 1:2-12 in your answer.

2. The Road to Emmaus interaction (Luke 24:13-35) that Jesus had with two of His disciples after the Resurrection is one of the greatest stories in the Bible. There are some very profound lessons for all of us outlined in this story. Consider the questions below:

a) It is easy to be critical of the two disciples; however, let’s bring the story a little closer to home. When you and I are ignorant (either intentionally or unintentionally) of Jesus’ work in our lives, what are the results?

b) On pages 249 – 253 Dr. Swindoll outlines three faulty perspectives listed below that “coated the eyes” of the disciples. How can these same faulty perspectives impact our lives as well?
· Their viewpoint lacked a spiritual dimension, leaving them with a merely human understanding of the events.

· Their own agenda determined their expectations.
· They failed to acknowledge the resurrection.
3. The single-greatest application for you and me as Believers in the Road to Emmaus story is this: Jesus offers a way home for the wayward saint. At some point in every Believer’s life they have gone through periods of discouragement, battled with a habitual sin (or sins), or not trusted the Lord to carry them through a trying time. Consider Dr. Swindoll’s point on pages 254 – 255 in evaluating The Road Home for the times in our lives when all hope seems gone. Discuss how these points can help us get back on track. 
· Choose to view life through God’s eyes.

· Surrender your expectations.

· Acknowledge the resurrection of Jesus Christ and stake your fortune upon it. 

Take-away Points

There is no doubt that the followers of Jesus experienced tremendous grief in watching His death on the Cross, along with the preceding horrific beatings and emotion-filled trials. As Believers, we can be non-responsive to the Lord’s hand when we are either going through trials and tribulations or when life is going great and we become self-sufficient in our own mind. As Dr. Swindoll writes to us, The pain of loss gives the inner eyes new lenses.
Next Meeting Time: Sunday, August 29. Read Chapters 19 and 20 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All, in preparation.

