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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #2 (Chapter Two)

A Relationship, a Courtship, a Miracle
Main Idea
Jesus’ arrival on earth was not accompanied by great fanfare, certainly not of the magnitude that caused nations to tremble or men to fear God. His Incarnation was intended to change men’s heart by demonstrating His unconditional grace and love, rather than by force and power that will be the hallmark of His Second Coming.
Deep Thoughts

For those of us who know Christ, His birth represents a special time on earth. The God of all eternity chose to become a man and live as we do, in the muck and mire of everyday life. Jesus faced challenges in living with other men and had to ensure not only man’s inability to love one another, but worse yet his failure to love God.
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God chose that Jesus would arrive in an insignificant manner. His mother was a young girl from Nazareth who likely came from an honorable family, but not one that would have been viewed by their community (or nation) as worthy of having God’s Son. Jesus’ earthly father Joseph, equally honorable as His mother, was not a wealthy man nor was he one widely recognized for any particular skills or abilities. As we see so often in history, God chooses people who have the capacity to live in awe of Him and not those who are overly-impressed or preoccupied with themselves. From these humble people Jesus learned the true meaning of life and that His time on earth was not about accumulation or making a name for Himself, but rather making a name for the God He served (and the God He was).
Essentially, Mary and Joseph were the first Christians. They were chosen by God to be Jesus’ earthly parents. They also chose to be obedient and honor God and undergo tremendous personal trials and challenges in being the parents of the most amazing person ever born to mankind. This lesson provides us with the opportunity to study how Mary and Joseph modeled faith and steadfast devotion to God in the midst of challenging times. As in all other lessons of this series, we continue to focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures

Read the following Scripture passages and consider the unique manner in which Jesus came to earth.

1. Matthew 1:18-25
2. Luke 1:1-38

Questions for Consideration

1. So often when we see God’s work in the Bible, it is never as we would design it. Great examples include Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and certainly David. Why do you think God accomplishes His work in ways we would never imagine and against such odds?
2. In your life, what is the greatest hindrance in keeping you from abiding in Christ?
3. If we were to pray that God would first create in us a desire to seek Him and for everything else to come after, what could be the outcome? Is part of you fearful in praying such a prayer?

Take-away Points
When and if God asked you to do the impossible, how would you respond? Is your faith so strong that your trust in God exceeds your need for personal comfort or desire for reputation? Only when we begin to model the humility, obedience, and willingness to sacrifice as observed in the lives of Mary and Joseph can we begin the rewarding journey of abiding in Christ.
Next Meeting Time: Sunday, June 13 at CBC. Read Chapter 3 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All in preparation for this meeting.
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