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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #3 (Chapter Three)

Deity in Diapers
Main Idea
According to Philippians 2, Jesus made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. It is in this context that we see Jesus’ arrival to a religious world preoccupied with itself and not looking for the Messiah, not unlike today.
Deep Thoughts

As Believers the greatest threat that exists to our Christ-filled lives is losing the awe of God’s Magnificence. Somehow when we first come to a saving knowledge of Jesus we are gripped with the realization of how close we exist to being separated from God for eternity. The reasons for our “wandering distractions” are plenty – goals, careers, health, money, personal disappointments, and selfishness to name a few. Somehow Jesus managed to not fall prey to the snare that entangles so many of us. Perhaps the key for restoring our awe of God resides in going back to Bethlehem. Against staggering statistical odds, Jesus came as the long-awaited Messiah. As we so often sees, God’s ways are not our ways (cf. Isaiah 55:8). Instead of having Jesus arrive with great anticipation, He came into the world in a manner certainly unbefitting of a King.
As we all know Jesus’ arrival was intentional and planned from the beginning of time. God brought Jesus into the world to show mankind that greatness is not achieved through intellect, power, or might; but rather, greatness in the eyes of God is achieved through humility and trust. As with Jesus, God will glorify His name through our lives at the appropriate time. Our greatest responsibility as God’s chosen people is to show the world Jesus by living lives worthy of His name. In this series we continue our focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures

Read the following Scripture passages and consider God’s plan for man through Christ (past and present).

1. Luke 2:1-20

2. Daniel 9:20-27
3. 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

4. Philippians 2:1-11

Questions for Consideration

1. One of the most powerful aspects of Jesus’ fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies concerns the statistical likelihood that one man could have fulfilled all of the provided prophecies.

a. How many Old Testament prophecies were made concerning the Messiah? 456
b. What is the statistical likelihood that Jesus could have been born in Bethlehem? 1:300,000
c. What is the statistical likelihood that one man could fulfill 8 prophecies? 1:1017
d. What is the statistical likelihood that one man could fulfill 48 prophecies? 1:10151
e. What is the statistical likelihood that one man could fulfill 456 prophecies? Anything exceeding 1:1017 is considered impossible
2. In reading the 1 Corinthians passage, God seems to tear at the very fabric of our civilization that is so focused on building itself up. Consider specifically what we read in verse 27: But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise… In our lives, what happens when we stop pursuing the wisdom and things of the world and focus on pursuing the wisdom of Christ?

Take-away Points
When we study the Bible, God’s plans become very obvious to us. There is not doubt that God has planned out Jesus’ birth down to the smallest detail. However, sometimes in our own lives it is easy to get the sense that God is not interested in us, our lives, or the events that make us who we are. This is not true. However, when we do not place Christ first in our lives these feelings of discouragement are the natural result.
Next Meeting Time: Sunday, June 20 at CBC. Read Chapter 4 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All in preparation for this meeting.










To download Bible studies for this and other series, click on Bible Studies at www.chrisalexander.com

