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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #9 (Chapter Nine)

The Ultimate Healer
Main Idea

Jesus’ ability heal was a tremendous draw to a hurting world that desperately needed not only physical healing, but spiritual healing as well. Jesus’ ability to do the impossible in healing the lame, giving the blind their sight, and even raising the dead to life was a critical vehicle for convincing a skeptical world that He was more than a good teacher. 
Deep Thoughts

Consistent with Jesus’ deity, He had complete control over the ability to heal. As in everything He did, His purpose in healing was to bring glory to God. This is in stark contrast to the modern faith healers who are primarily focused on bringing attention to “their” work, although most are willing to share some of the glory with God. The Lord still heals people today, but it is always in His timing and in accordance with His purposes. Miraculous healings are rarely heard of today not necessarily because modern man does not have the faith required to “make things happen”, but because today we have access to the Bible, history, and the Holy Spirit who brings conviction to our lives. Jesus’ miraculous healing powers were primarily accomplished to validate Old Testament prophecies, prove that He was the Messiah, and draw people to Him who needed convincing proof. In this series we continue our focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures Matthew 9:18-25; Mark 5:22-43; Luke 8:40-55; Daniel 4:34-35, 6:26; and Acts 3.
Questions for Consideration

1. Read the text on pages 125 – 127 (stop at Preying Healers) that details the miraculous work of Jesus in the lives of the hemorrhaging woman and the raising the daughter of Jairus from the dead. How were these people’s lives changed because of what Jesus did in their lives? How was their faith strengthened in seeing God’s Hand at work?

2. On pages 128-131 Dr. Swindoll concludes that God is all powerful and all sovereign. What do these words mean to you? In today’s church have we reduced God to an image that is little more than a sorcerer grandfather rather than the All Powerful Supreme Ruler of the universe that He is? Consider not so much what we think, but how we live as reflected in the decisions that we make (which are really a reflection of what we believe).
3. Read the statements made by Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:34-35) and Darius (Daniel 6:26) written on page 129. How important is it that we be reminded of God’s tremendous power and sovereignty? When we read statements such as these, how we are to respond?

4. Have you ever experienced a miraculous healing in your own life, or in the life of someone close to you? After this happened, how was your life impacted in terms of your commitment to Christ; did you find that over time it was easy to fall away from that commitment?

5. On page 131 Dr. Swindoll lists three observations for recognizing a miraculous healing from God. Why is it important that we have a Biblical perspective to avoid the sensationalism that plagues some elements in the modern church?
· The healing is instantaneous and permanent.

· The healing was obvious and comprehensive.

· The healing was neither directly nor indirectly the work of people.
6. On page 138 Dr. Swindoll lists five principles regarding divine healing: (1) will of God, (2) medical assistance, (3) intercessory prayer, (4) confession of sin, and (5) all healing is of God. How could these principles be used to minister to someone who is not experiencing healing and especially someone who might have a terminal disease?
Take-away Points

Jesus healed people because God healed (and heals) people. We need to be quick to give God the glory whenever someone is healed, even when it does involve medical technology. While we need to be cognizant that charlatans claim the ability to heal by the will of man, we must also avoid the tendency to be overly-skeptical as the Lord will heal when it is His will. In all things give glory to God!
Next Meeting Time: Thursday, July 22. Read Chapter 10 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All in preparation.

To download Bible studies for this and other series, click on Bible Studies at www.chrisalexander.com

