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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




The Christian Soldier’s

Field Manual

A Study on the Letter to the Romans

Lesson #1 - Romans 1
God's Wrath Against Mankind
(Lesson Series outline on back page)
Main Idea
Many consider Romans to be the most theologically-comprehensive book in the Bible. It is certainly not light reading, but provides the Believer with a deep understanding of who God is and who He calls Believers to be. The book of Romans makes it very clear that God is the One who calls the Believer to repentance and salvation and that in and of ourselves there is nothing within us that seeks God. The main idea in Romans 1 is that man has chosen to live in sin. This concept sets the critical foundation required to demonstrate the significant value of grace. Studying, understanding, appreciating, and living by (and under) grace is at the very core of being a Christian. 
Outline for the Book of Romans

	Introduction 1:1-17

I. SIN – Righteousness Demanded 1:18-3:20

    A. The Gentiles guilty – 1:18-32

    B. The Jews guilty – 2:1-3:8

    C. The whole world guilty – 3:-9-20

II. SALVATION – Righteousness Declared 3:21-5:21

   A. Justification stated – 3:21-31

   B. Justification illustrated in Abraham – 4

   C. Justification explained in Adam – 5

III. SANCTIFICATION – Righteousness Defended 6-8

   A. Victory: the flesh – 6

   B. Liberty: the Law –7

   C. Security: the Spirit – 8
	IV. SOVEREIGNTY – Righteousness Declined 9-11

   A. Israel's past riches – 9

   B. Israel's present rejection – 10

   C. Israel's future restoration – 11

V. SERVICE– Righteousness Demonstrated 12:1-15:7

   A. In the Church body – 12

   B. In society – 13

   C. Toward the weaker believer – 14:1-15:7

Conclusion 15:8-16:27




Supporting Scriptures

The following Scripture passages will be used in today’s lesson: Romans 1, Matthew 24:12, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, Galatians 5:22, Revelation 20:11-15.
Discussion
In studying the first chapter of Romans two questions must be asked: (1) How does this text apply to the non-Believing world and (2) how does this text apply to me as a Believer? It is especially easy to dismiss the heinous sins listed by Paul in Romans 1 as those primarily committed by the world and as a consequence, God’s general judgment on mankind. However, as Believers it is critically important that we not forget that our sins will be judged as well, although the consequences for us are very different than those for the non-Believer. For the non-Believer God’s ultimate judgment is eternal damnation (Revelation 20:11-15), while for the Believer it is loss of rewards and blessings (1 Corinthians 3:10-15). The greatest threats to the Believer who does not live for God are an increased growth of apathy with regards to the things of God (Matthew 24:12) and failure to experience the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22)
Questions for Consideration
1. In looking at the world today, how do we see Romans 1 being fulfilled?

2. In looking at the life of a Believer, how can (and perhaps do) we see Romans 1 being fulfilled?

3. At man’s core is he really that bad? If one believe that man is inherently good, to what false conclusions can he come?
Take-away Points
As much as we might not want to admit it, mankind is just plain bad. There are few, if any, redeeming qualities in any of us. For those of us who love Christ, we have to conclude that God is the One who placed in our heart a desire to do anything good, including pursue Him. Once we understand God’s holiness and mankind’s lack of holiness, the outgrowth is deep appreciation for what Christ did for us on the Cross and a desire to do the right things.
Next Meeting Time: Thursday, September 16, 6:30 to 9:00 PM at Chris and Tanya Alexander’s home (dinner to be provided). Read Romans 2 in preparation for this meeting.
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A Study on the Letter to the Romans
Fall Series Schedule (September – November 2010)

There is no doubt that serving in Lord’s Army requires training, skill, commitment, and vigilance. The spiritual war in which we are engaged is not for the faint-hearted. Of all the 66 books in the Bible, Romans provides the most comprehensive overview of the Christian life – a necessary study for the equipped Christian Soldier. Join us this fall in the Biblical Fitness Class as we dive into The Christian Soldier’s Field Manual.

Romans 1

Sunday, September 12

Romans 2

Thursday, September 16

Romans 3

Sunday, September 19

Romans 4

Thursday, September 23

Romans 5

Sunday, September 26

Romans 6

Sunday, October 3

Romans 7

Thursday, October 7

Romans 8

Sunday, October 3

Romans 9

Sunday, October 17

Romans 10

Thursday, October 21

Romans 11

Sunday, October 24

Romans 12

Sunday, October 31

Romans 13

Thursday, November 4

Romans 14

Sunday, November 7

Romans 15

Sunday, November 14

Romans 16

Sunday, November 21











� Outline from Be Right by Warren W. Wiersbe





To download Bible studies for this and other series, click on Bible Studies at www.chrisalexander.com

