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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #1 (Chapter One) – The Identity of Deity
Main Idea
The claims about Jesus by Himself, the eyewitness accounts, and the fulfilled prophecies confirm that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. Paraphrasing C.S. Lewis we must see Jesus as either Lord, liar, or lunatic.

Deep Thoughts
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There is no doubt that the history of the world was literally changed by the arrival of Jesus. In the Western World, where Christianity has made its greatest impact, even our calendars reference His time on earth. As Christians we clearly recognize that without Christ there is no salvation and that faith in Jesus is the litmus identifier for the Believer. However, have you ever considered that how you live your life says more about what we believe concerning Jesus than recognizing that we will spend eternity with Him? The fundamental issue at hand concerns whether or not we are living the abundant life of which Jesus spoke (cf. John 10:10). If we are not, the reason is fairly simple – we are not abiding in Christ. If our life is best characterized as selfish, over-committed (or improperly committed), worried, addicted, depressed, apathetic, and disengaged, we can rest assured that this is not Jesus’ idea of an abundant life. Jesus is our only hope and as our pastor, Dave Gibson, often says – Jesus is our Plan A and we have no Plan B.
If we have any hope at all it resides in our developing a greater understanding of who Christ was, who He is, and who he calls us to be. Christianity is not intended to generate a “to do” checklist of the right things. Rather, doing the right things is a by-product of developing a strong relationship with Jesus by abiding in Him (cf. John 15:5). As you and I fall in love with Jesus and develop a single-minded purpose in living, everything falls into place (cf. Matthew 6:33). Sin is the number one problem in the world. It is also the number one problem in our lives as Believers as it takes us out of the game. You and I do not have the capacity to stop sinning in and of ourselves; it is part of our nature. However, as we learn to abide in Christ the desire to sin will take a backseat to our desire to bring glory to God. A life wholly-focused on Jesus is the only way that revival will come to our lives and the life of our nation. Any effort that is not completely focused on Jesus is destined to fail. As a healthy branch abides in the vine to which it is attached, our lives exhibit a spiritually healthy existence when we abide in Christ. We might call this the concept of the Vine Time Enzyme.
This, my friend, is the focus on our summer’s series: learning to abide in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures

Read the following Scripture passages and consider how they support Jesus’ claims about Himself.

1. John 1:1-14

2. Luke 5:17-26

3. Matthew 16:13-16

4. John 8:48-59

Questions for Consideration

1. How is doing the right things as a by-product of living for Jesus different than focusing on doing the right things by avoiding the wrong things?
2. How is what we do a true reflection of what we believe?
3. How is the call on our lives as Believers related to our understanding grace? If we really understood these things, how would our lives be different?

Take-away Points
Consider this week areas in your life that do not bring glory to God. Often these involve habitual thoughts and actions that have become part of our lives. It is these very sins over which we can have victory by abiding in Christ. Focus more on abiding in Christ by spending time with Him and His Word, and less on trying to stop sinning (there is a difference).
Next Meeting Time: Thursday, June 10, 6:30 to 9:00  PM at Chris and Tanya Alexander’s home (dinner to be provided)

20415 Willow Trace Drive, Cypress, Texas 77433 | Fairfield Subdivision | (281) 373-1767 | Please arrange for your own childcare
Read Chapter 2 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All in preparation for this meeting.









To download Bible studies for this and other series, click on Bible Studies at www.chrisalexander.com

