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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #10 (Chapter Ten)

Abiding in Christ
Main Idea

There is no better summary of living the Christian life than what we read in John 15:5 – I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. The only conclusion that we can come to in reading this passage is that if we are to be successful as Believers, there is no other path to success than abiding in Christ.
Deep Thoughts

If you were to ask 10 Christians what it means to abide in Christ, you are likely to get just as many answers. Sometimes when I have difficulty answering a tough question, I find my answer in responding to the opposite. In this case – what does it mean to not abide in Christ? Unfortunately, this is a much easier question to answer. From my vantage point not abiding in Christ means that I do what I want, when I want, and how I want. My life is lived in such a manner that I give little regard to what Christ has called me to do. The problem with sin (and selfishness) is that it provides short-term gratification, but the satisfaction is not sustainable. If sin was not gratifying (albeit it temporarily), rest assured we would not do it. The challenge in living for Christ (i.e. abiding) is that the focus shifts from me to Jesus. This is diametrically opposed to our human nature, a fact that plagues us even as Believers. Therefore, the answer to the abiding question boils down to this: who is running your life? When you are confronted with those problematic areas of temptation in your life, whose path do you choose – yours or the path of Jesus? There is no greater peace for a Believer than to abide in Christ. The barometer of success is revealed in how we handle the sin areas in our lives. Jesus came to give us victory over sin. In this lesson we continue our focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures Isaiah 5:1-7; Philippians 2:12; 1 Corinthians 11:27-32; and John 15:1-6, 7-8.
Questions for Consideration

1. Many Believers have the mistaken notion that because our salvation does not depend on works that our salvation should not be lived out by working. As Paul wrote in Philippians 2:12 ...work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. God has a very high standard for us as reflected in His message found in Isaiah 5:1-7. Consider this passage in Isaiah and answer the following questions.
a) What conclusions do we come to regarding God’s expectations for the vineyard?

b) What happened to Israel because of their sin, rejection of God, and disbelief in Jesus?
c) What will (and could) happen to a Believer who does not produce fruit? Consider 1 Corinthians 11:27-32 in developing your answer.
2. Read John 15:1-6 that discusses Jesus role as the vine and consider the following questions.

a) Of whom is Jesus speaking in this passage? Context is extremely important here.

b) In reading verse 6, what might we conclude about what happens to those who do not abide in Christ?

c) On page 151 Warren Wiersbe states, It is a tragic thing for a once-fruitful believer to backslide and lose his privilege of fellowship and service. During times in your life when you have not walked with Christ, what emotions have your experienced? Former BSF teaching leader Kaye Graves once said, There is nothing more miserable than a Believer out of fellowship with God.
3. On pages 152-153 Dr. Swindoll lists four experiences that result from our having an abiding walk in Christ as reflected in John 15:7-8. As you read this list, what thoughts come to mind? Are there other results not listed here (even if they are not explicitly expressed in the John passage)?
a) Prayers are answered
b) God is glorified

c) Love is stimulated

d) Joy will overflow
Take-away Points

Dr. Swindoll puts it best when he says, The focus of a Christian’s life is not to work hard enough to make fruit, but to keep his connections to Jesus Christ clean and strong. (page 150)
Next Meeting Time: Sunday, July 25. Read Chapter 11 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All in preparation.
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