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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #12 (Chapter Twelve)

Betrayed and Arrested
Main Idea

Judas Iscariot is a picture of what happens when minor discretions give birth to sin that leads to death. Like many today, Judas is a picture of a man who was not willing to surrender his own will or agenda to Christ. It was always about Judas, even when Mary Magdalene honored Jesus by pouring perfume on His feet as a complete act of surrender. As Christians we must be extremely careful to ensure that sin never takes a foothold in our lives, but that by keep short accounts with God we keep our eyes focused on seeking Jesus.
Deep Thoughts

When we study the betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot, there are at least two character studies that take place. The first is the life of the betrayed, Jesus; the second is the life of the betrayer, Judas. It is hard to imagine what it was like for Jesus to be betrayed by someone who had spent the better part of three years with Him and had first-hand opportunity to witness the majesty of the Messiah. Jesus also knew that He would ultimately give His life for all mankind, including the one who would betray Him. However, Jesus’ love was unconditional as is God’s love for us. For us Jesus demonstrates that our love for others should not depend on how they treat us, an expectation that can often be quite challenging. As much as Jesus’ actions are a positive example for us in how to love others, Judas is a model for what not to be. There have been many studies on the life of Judas over the years; nevertheless, one observation seems to stand out above all others: it is unlikely that Judas set out to betray Jesus. Over time sin crept in and corrupted Judas, much like the analogy of the frog in the boiling pot of water. The greatest lesson for us in studying Judas is that we must be very careful to not allow sin to get a stronghold on our lives. Keep short accounts with God and stay close to Believers who will hold us accountable. In this lesson we continue our focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures Luke 7:36-50; James 1:12-18; Luke 22:31-34, 54-62; Matthew 22:31-34, 54-62; and Matthew 27:1-5.
Questions for Consideration

1. Secret sins are the most deadly contributor to the downfall of a Believer. The problem with a secret sin is that typically no one knows about it except the sinner and God. Left un checked, the secret sin will consume the Believer. Read James 1:12-18, consider the graphic provided below, and answer the following question: for what reasons do Believers fall prey to activities that lead to a lifestyle of sin?
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The Sin Progression (James 1:12-18)


2. Unlike unrepentant Judas who betrayed Jesus, Peter responded differently. Read Luke 22:31-34 and 54-62.
a) What made Peter’s response different than what we observe with Judas (Matthew 27:1-5)?

b) What is observed in the life of a Believer when they truly repent?

3. On page 175 Dr. Swindoll portrays a very telling prognosis on the progression of sin. Comment on the following statement in regards to how sin makes you and me ineffective as Believers in serving as witnesses for Christ.

Secret sin has a way of warping the mind and twisting one’s values grotesquely out of shape. Embezzlers rarely steal very much at first. Then as pilfering becomes habitual, and then ritualized, they must rationalize their sin in order to maintain some sense of dignity… When caught in their sin, embezzlers are almost always indignant, convinced that no one can see the true self they once chose to ignore and had long ago forgotten.
4. On pages 184-185 Dr. Swindoll lists four principles that we can learn from the tragic example of Judas. Discuss the validity of each statement and most importantly, how each can be applied in our own lives to pursue God’s holiness.
a) Association with godliness is no guarantee that we will become godly.

b) Moral corruption in secret is deadlier than visible moral corruption.
c) Satan and his demons are looking for any opportunity to work against the Lord.

d) No sorrow can compare to the remorse of one who discovers too late that he’s misunderstood Jesus and spurned His love.
Take-away Points

Do you have areas in your life that do not reflect full disclosure? A good motto to live by is that reputation is what we are in public, while character is what we are in private. Rest assured, when congruity exists between reputation and character, we are living for Christ. As the Psalmist wrote: How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word (Psalm 119:9). May we be people who not only read the Book, but also live by it. We can learn a lot from the failure of Judas.
Next Meeting Time: Thursday, August 5. Read Chapter 13 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All, in preparation.
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