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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #14 (Chapter Fourteen)

The Last Trials and Torture of Jesus
Main Idea

The trials and torture of Jesus were a necessary part of convicting mankind at large for the death of Jesus. We know that they were necessary because God allowed them to happen. There are certain milestone events in the annals of Biblical history; the death of Jesus is certainly near the top of the list, while the resurrection certainly tops them all. As Genesis 3 tells us of man’s guilt in sinning before a perfect God, the Gospels (i.e. Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, and John 19) tell us of man’s unequivocal guilt at Calvary. As Paul wrote in Romans 3:23 – for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Deep Thoughts

As I have studied the trials of Jesus in both chapters 13 and 14 of Dr. Swindoll’s book, I have discovered a concept that I had not previously considered. The trumped-up charges levied against Jesus and even the trials themselves are preposterous, even to one untrained in the law. However, in studying these trials I am convinced that many of us have viewed these proceedings in the wrong light. In actuality, it was mankind who was on trial. Now I am not discounting that in order for Jesus to be crucified that there had to be a series of decisions made by the powers that be that led to His death. However, when we really dig into the words that were spoken by Jesus during all six trials, we are left to conclude that Jesus sounded more like the lawyer and judge than the defendant. Jesus’ conversations with Pilate were the reasons for my newfound perspective. In John 18:34 Jesus asks (i.e. lawyer) Pilate regarding His being called the King of the Jews: Is that your idea, or did others talk to you about me? While in John 19:11 we read Jesus’ comment regarding Pilate’s “idea” that he had the power to convict and crucify Jesus (i.e. judge): You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore, the one who handed me over to you is guilt of a greater sin. Studying the trials of Jesus helps us better understand the great sacrifice that He made for us. Our often lackadaisical approach towards Jesus, as reflected in the way we often live our lives, indicates that we do not fully-comprehend His experience for us in death and appreciate His grace towards us. In this lesson we continue our focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures Luke 23:8-12; John 18:28-38; and John 18:39 – 19:16.
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 Questions for Consideration
1. The fourth trial of Jesus took place before Pontius Pilate. In John 18:28-38 we read about the interaction that took place between Jesus and Pilate. What were the three responses that Jesus provided to the questions posed by Pilate? What insights do we gain about Jesus, especially in relation to His claims to be the Messiah?
a) First interaction:
 _______________________________________ 
b) Second interaction: 
_______________________________________

c) Third interaction:
 _______________________________________
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2. The fifth trial of Jesus was before Herod Antipas (Luke 23:8-12). He inherited his territories when the kingdom of his father, Herod the Great, was divided upon his death in 4 BC, Antipas ruled them as a client state of the Roman and would govern Galilee and Perea for forty-two years. In this trial we see that Jesus offered no response. What are your thoughts on Dr. Swindoll’s comment (p. 208): words are wasted on people who have no desire for truth?
3. The sixth and final trial of Jesus took place before Pilate (again). Unlike His interaction with Herod, Jesus does speak again to Pilate. In John 18:39 – 19:16 we read Jesus’ final words during the court proceeding, as well as details associated with His flogging.  It is easy to be critical of Pilate and also the unbelieving world around us, but the really hard questions must be asked of us. Why are you and I so apt to forget what Jesus did for us?
Take-away Points

As if the crucifixion experience were not bad enough, all four Gospels provide for us a clear picture of the courtroom drama and horrific beatings that took place prior to Calvary. The greatest danger that faces the Believer is placing the events of this infamous day in the distant memory banks of our minds. We must continue to remember Jesus’ sacrificial gift for us if we are to truly live for Him. Unfortunately, there is no other option that exists for us.
Next Meeting Time: Sunday, August 15. Read Chapter 15 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All, in preparation.
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To download Bible studies for this and other series, click on Bible Studies at www.chrisalexander.com

