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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #18 (Chapter Eighteen)

Listening to Jesus beside the Sea
Main Idea

Jesus was the ultimate visionary. Unlike many of today’s hatchet-happy leaders, Jesus did not immediately remove men who failed Him. Instead, He was patient with His fallen troops and encouraged them to get back on the path they had once held so dear. If there is any lesson for us in studying the life of Peter, it is this fact: Jesus, like His Father, is the perfect leader who gives His followers a second chance if they have failed Him. Jesus wants you and me to be passionate in our pursuit of Him, but loves us enough to understand that we may fall.
Deep Thoughts

Have you ever had a time in your life when you really disappointed someone, especially a leader? The kind of disappointment that makes you hide your face in public, at least so the offended party cannot see you. These emotions can be crippling and are the kinds that have taken men and women completely out of the game. The common thread for those who have returned victorious from the agony of defeat is someone providing a profound word of encouragement. The greatest stories are told by those who have actually been encouraged by the one whom they disappointed. Last year I experienced one of the most discouraging times in my entire life. It involved my having lost a significant amount of money for my company. It was personally embarrassing, but even worse it was the result of my negligence and taking on more than I could handle. The worst part of it all was the fact that I had disappointed and let down the president of our company, a gentleman who has had a profound impact on my life. What fueled my passion to get back in the game was the response of our president. Although I knew he was disappointed with me, he continued to believe in my abilities and never wavered in giving me his trust. I imagine to a much greater degree this is what Peter experienced. Sometimes as leaders the only way for us to truly develop is to experience defeat and observe how others around us respond in providing encouragement to lift us up out of the pit. The world has never known a better leader than Jesus. He compelled Peter to get back in the game as no other One could. In this lesson we continue our focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures John 21; and Luke 23:31-32.
 Questions for Consideration
1. Read John 21 that tells of the miraculous catch of fish in Galilee and Jesus’ reinstatement of Peter. Consider the following questions.
a) Why do you think Peter, as well as other disciples (i.e. Thomas, Nathanael, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples), returned to their life of fishing in Galilee?

b) Are there times in your life when you have been without direction and went ahead to pursue a safe path, even though you knew the Lord had more challenging plans for you?

c) Review the “Keep Following Me” section of Dr. Swindoll’s book on pages 267 – 270. Why do you think Peter never used the word for unconditional love, agape, but yet chose to use the less-committed version of phileo in responding to Jesus?
2. Luke 23:31 – 32 record for us Jesus’ words: Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you[a] as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. If Peter were to have remembered these words after his denial of Jesus, what encouragement would he have found in these words (hint: look at the last words spoken by Jesus)?

3. On pages 271 – 272 Dr. Swindoll outlines three important lessons we learn from the call of Peter. How do these impact your thoughts regarding God’s call on your life?
· When the Lord offers an opportunity to transform futility into fruitfulness, be open to change.
· When Jesus plans to move in a new and challenging direction, expect a period of deep soul-searching.

· When the Lord makes it clear that you are to follow Him in this new direction, focus fully on Him and refuse to be distracted by comparisons with others.

Take-away Points

Had Jesus not provided encouragement to Peter, it is unlikely that he would ever have gotten back in the game. We know this to be the case because Peter had already retuned to the life he knew before Christ – fishing. Imagine a New Testament without Peter! It is a sobering reminder for you and me that we can have a tremendous impact on the world around us, especially on those who are in great despair. The world needs followers of Christ who more concerned with the well-being and encouragement of others, than in their own selfish pursuits, comfort, and desire for reputation.
Next Meeting Time: Sunday, August 29. Read Chapters 19 and 20 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All, in preparation.
