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Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #5 (Chapter Five)

Life… as God Intended It
Main Idea
A careful study of Scripture reveals that Jesus was not only a fulfillment of almost 500 Old Testament prophecies, but He was able to live a sinless life as a man, serve as the perfect Passover Lamb, and finally prove Himself to be the legitimate shepherd King in overcoming the trappings that had befallen all of Israel’s prior leaders.
Deep Thoughts

Every stage of Jesus’ time on earth was purposeful and intended to bring glory and honor to God. Scripture is generally silent on His life between the age of 12 and his baptism in A.D. 26 (Jesus was likely born 6/5 B.C.), although Luke tells us that during this time He grew in favor with God and man. When Jesus emerges on the scene at His Baptism we observe that He knows who was meant to be. There is no assembly of counselors or polls to provide guidance for Him, His only source of direction came from God. Jesus was not a wishy-washy reluctant leader who needed the approval of men, but rather He lived with confidence in knowing what He had been called to do. We are all challenged by the model of leadership portrayed by Jesus. Around us there are so many example of poor leadership (especially those who are elected to serve in public office). Many leaders today are the antithesis of Jesus’ model that exhibited honor, integrity, well-grounded confidence, humility, and selflessness. As Believers, we can have confidence in knowing that our Leader always has our best interests at heart, even when it hurts us (and Him). We can live the abundant life of which He so often spoke by trusting in His leadership and the direction He has for our lives. Our world desperately needs men and women who are called by God to follow Jesus to do His work wherever He calls, whenever He calls, and however He calls. Only when we get to the point where His direction is at the forefront of our thoughts will we become the Believers He has called us to be. Until then we are likely to live in frustration and disappointment. In this series we continue our focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.
Supporting Scriptures

Read the following Scripture passages and consider Jesus’ example as a leader and His encouragement for living an abundant life.
1. Matthew 3:13-17 (The Baptism of Jesus)

2. Luke 4:1-13  (The Temptation of Jesus)
3. John 3:1-21 (Jesus teaches Nicodemus)

Questions for Consideration

1. Consider Jesus’ responses in Luke 4 to the Temptation. In our lives today, provide specific answers in how we are tempted and how Jesus’ responses based on Old Testament passages can help us resist temptation.
a. It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone’

b. It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’

c. It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'
2. John 3:16 is the most quoted Bible verse in the world, but few understand that it came from Jesus’ discussion with Nicodemus in the dark of night. What was so radically different about Jesus’ approach to salvation relative to Nicodemus’s beliefs based on what he read in the Old Testament? What role does grace play in salvation?
3. Read the Abundance Now section on pages 76-77. Consider each of the four “tangible qualities” listed by Dr. Swindoll regarding the abundant life that Jesus offers: soaring, ignoring, risking, and releasing. What happens in our own lives when we engage in these qualities, but also when we shirk (i.e. fail to live up) them?
Take-away Points
Right out of the starting gate we see in Jesus that He was able to live above the “muck and mire” of human existence. He dismissed the greatest temptations ever levied against a single human as if he were turning down chocolate cake after a full meal. The reason for His success during the Temptation and the rest of His life was that He knew His mission. There is no doubt that at any given time Jesus knew His purpose on earth was to bring glory to God in everything. Whether He was debating the Pharisees, talking to the Samaritan woman at the well, or dieing on the Cross for the sins of the world – He was always about His Father’s business.
Next Meeting Time: Sunday, June 27. Read Chapter 6 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All in preparation.
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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.













