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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Jesus Summer Series
Lesson #8 (Chapter Eight)

The Astonishing Power of Jesus
Main Idea

While much of the world recognizes Jesus as a great teacher, many people are either dismissive or ignorant of the tremendous power that He had. Jesus through the power of God had control over everything from life to nature, a further validation of His claim as the Messiah and being the second member of the Trinity. This lesson explores seven miraculous powers of Jesus validating that He was exactly who He claimed to be and uniquely qualified to be Savior.

Deep Thoughts

As Believers, the hallmark of our lives should be belief in the impossible. Many of us have seen firsthand what only God can do as we have observed in our own lives the orchestration of His will in accomplishing His purposes. What we observe in the life of Jesus is a calmness and confidence in God that only comes from One who has complete faith in the work of the Lord. In this, as in so many other ways, Jesus modeled for us what God can do in the life of one completely committed to Him. In a sermon several years ago our pastor Dave Gibson commented that “God’s desire is that we be involved in pursuits that are destined to fail without his involvement." How involved are you in pursuits that are destined to fail without His involvement? See the world through the eyes of Christ; not through your eyes or those of the discouraging world around us. In this series we continue our focus on abiding in Christ by understanding who He was, who He is, and who He calls us to be.

Supporting Scriptures John 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, and 20

Questions for Consideration

1. Consider and read the appropriate Scripture for each of the miracles listed below and answer the following questions in relation to each miracle.

a) How did this particular miracle demonstrate the deity of Jesus?

b) How were lives changed by the miracles of Jesus?

· Power over the trivial (John 2:7-11 Changing water into wine)

· Power over distance (John 4:43-54 Healing the Official’s son)

· Power over time (John 5:1-15 Healing the invalid)

· Power over insufficiency (John 6:1-15 Feeding the five thousand)

· Power over nature (John 8:22-25 Calms the storm)

· Power over tragedy (John 9:3-7 Healing the blind man at the Pool of Siloam)

· Power over death (John 11:39-44 Raising Lazarus from the dead)

2. On page 117 Dr. Swindoll makes the following statement about challenges in our lives: The size of a challenge should never be measured by what we have to offer… God’s invitation is simple: You take care of the addition; I’ll be in charge of the multiplication. As you consider the future, what is the greatest challenge that lies before you? Where does God fit in your thoughts in addressing potential sources of discouragement in our lives?

3. John 20:30-31 references the miracles of Jesus not recorded in the Bible. Why do you think Jesus chose to do so many miracles as part of his earthly ministry?

4. As you move forward this week, consider the events in your life and God’s plans for you. Are you in need of a miracle? Are you holding back in your commitment to Christ because you do not believe that He can really deliver on His promises?

Take-away Points

John F. Kennedy once said that We need men who can dream of things that never were. No truer words were ever spoken, especially when we consider the life of the Believer. We need to be involved in pursuits that glorify God and believe that He will do as He has willed. Too many of us live as mealy-mouthed 
 Christians who have little confidence in the Supreme God who has called us to do great things for the glory of His name.

Next Meeting Time: Sunday, July 18. Read Chapter 9 in Jesus, The Greatest Life of All in preparation.

� Word History: It seems fitting that Martin Luther, a man noted for the forthright expression of his ideas, may have had a hand in giving us the contemptuous term we apply to those unwilling to state facts or opinions directly. Mealy-mouthed may come from a saying such as German Mehl im Maule behalten, "to carry meal in the mouth, that is, not to be direct in speech," which occurs in Luther's writings. In English we find the terms mealmouth (1546) and meal-mouthed (1576) recorded around the same time that we find mealymouthed (around 1572). Mealy-mouthed is the only form that survived to describe this trait described by Luther, which not only survives but flourishes in our time. http://www.thefreedictionary.com/mealy-mouthed





To download Bible studies for this and other series, click on Bible Studies at www.chrisalexander.com

