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This is a very special lesson in prophecy because it deals specifically with Jesus’ fulfillment of the Messianic
Prophecies found in the Old Testament. In all of my studies associated with prophecy, this is my favorite
because of the statistical impossibility that one man could fulfill even a small portion of all the prophecies
fulfilled by Jesus. I will admit that I have never personally counted all of the prophecies fulfilled by Jesus, so I
am relying on the work (and word) of others. There is no way we can explore all of the prophecies in this
particular lesson; however, we will hit enough of the prophecies to make the point that Jesus was indeed the
Messiah!
There have been described in the Old Testament 300 prophecies regarding the First Coming of the Messiah
and 500 of the Second Coming. All of these prophecies were made hundreds of years (some thousands)
before the birth of Jesus and He fulfilled them to the letter.1 Consider the following points regarding the
mathematical likelihood that one man could fulfill a given number of prophecies.
George Heron, a French mathematician, calculated that the odds of one man fulfilling only 40
prophecies are 1 in 10 to the power of 157 (i.e., 1 x 10157). That is a 1 followed by 157 zeros.
Compare this to the odds of winning a 6‐digit lottery to be on the order of 14 followed by 6 zeros.2
Another mathematician, Dr. Peter S. Ruckman, claims the odds of one person fulfilling only 60 of
them by the only person who claimed to be the Son of God, who died on a "tree" on Calvary, and
who rose the 3rd day are astronomical!... not just one in one trillion, but one out of ten to the 895th
power (1 x 10895); that is a one over a one followed by 895 zeros.
One of the most compelling and astounding aspects of Jesus being the Messiah is His genealogy. See the
artwork provided in Figure 1 that shows the family tree, or “Genealogy of Jesus Christ”. You will note that the
lines of both Mary and Joseph are provided in Luke and Matthew, respectively. Since Luke was writing for a
largely Gentile audience, he wanted to trace Jesus’ physical descent (which had to be through Mary), showing
that He was not only the son of David, but also son of Abraham (through whose descendants God promised
to bless the nations), and son of Adam (which relates Jesus to the entire human race). Matthew, on the other
hand, writing for primarily a Jewish readership, wanted to authenticate Jesus as the legal heir of the throne
of David through Solomon, who was Joseph’s ancestor. Since Jesus was Joseph’s adopted son, Matthew
traces the legal right to the throne through him.3
Here is another very interesting observation. In Jeremiah 22:30, the Lord curses the disobedient King
Jeconiah (also called Coniah and Jehoiachin) by saying that none of his descendants would sit on David’s
throne. On the surface, this curse would seem to contradict God’s covenant with David that one of his sons
would rule forever (as the Messiah). Since Jeconiah is in the line of David through Solomon that goes down to
Joseph, Jesus would have fallen under this curse if he had been the natural descendant of Joseph through
Solomon (in fact, Jeconiah died in captivity in Babylon and none of his descendants ruled after him).
However, Jesus was only the adopted son of Joseph, not his natural descendant. Thus, He was not under the
curse, but was qualified to be heir to David’s throne legally through Joseph back through Solomon. However,
Jesus was David’s natural descendant through Mary back through Nathan; more importantly, this was

1

Text taken from Prophecy Unveiled: Understanding the Past, Predicting the Future by John W. Buckley, Ph.D.
In a lottery in which you pick 6 numbers from a possible pool of 49 numbers, your chances of winning the jackpot
(correctly choosing all 6 numbers drawn) are 1 in 13,983,816. That's 1 shot in almost 14 million.
3
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson‐14‐genealogy‐jesus‐luke‐323‐38
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achieved through the bloodline as Jesus was born of Mary. The bottom line is that when God makes a
promise, He makes a promise! Even when man messes up, God finds a way for His will to be carried out.
The prophecies in the Old Testament were critically important to validate that Jesus was indeed the Messiah.
At times it is hard for us to believe that the Jewish Leaders of Jesus’ time who had spent so much time
studying the Old Testament could not recognize that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah. However, their
blindness was a testimony to their own agenda, as we are all prone to do as humans. As Paul stated in
Romans 11:11, it is for our benefit (as Gentiles) that the Jews rejected Jesus.
Spend a few minutes reviewing the prophecies presented in Figure 2. Note on the right hand side of the chart
the Old Testament prophetic passage, while on the left hand side is the corresponding fulfillment as
presented in the New Testament.
We are nearing the end of our Prophecy Series. I hope you have enjoyed this study and learned a few new
things! All prophecy hinges on Jesus; both in terms of His First Coming and the Second Coming for which we
are eagerly awaiting. The fact that God has allowed us through the study of His Word to get a small glimpse
of His‐story for mankind communicates the love He has for us and the plans He has for us, especially if we
choose to submit our will to His!
Questions for Consideration
1. In reviewing the contents in Figure 2, identify three prophecies that mean the most to you.
Prophecy #1:

Prophecy #2:

Prophecy #3:
2. Psalm 22, called the Song of David, is one of the most powerful passages in the entire Old Testament
(and one of my favorites) regarding the suffering Messiah. Read this chapter and identify at least 5
events that were fulfilled by Jesus during the Crucifixion experience.

3. To see if you are paying attention to the material in this lesson, according to Jeremiah 22:30 what curse
was issued by God and what plan did He have for working around the curse to ensure that the Messiah
would still come though the line of David?

4. As we are prone to consider in the Men’s Group at Magnolia Bible Church – life is about Divine
Opportunities to share the Gospel! Considering what you have learned this week, develop several
questions you could ask a non‐believer in order to open up a dialogue for sharing the Gospel.
EXAMPLE: Did you know that Psalm 22, written by King David 1,000 year before the Messiah, actually
predicted that Jesus’ hands and feet would be pierced?
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Figure 1: The Family Tree of Jesus according to Matthew 1:1‐16 and Luke 3:23‐28
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Figure 2: Selected Old Testament prophecies fulfilled by Jesus
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