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A Study on the Letter to the Romans

Lesson #2 - Romans 2
God's Righteous Judgment
Main Idea
As we observed in Romans 1, the second chapter continues with the theme of God’s wrath against an evil world. This chapter deals specifically with God’s righteous judgment, but also addresses Jewish legalism and their relationship with the Law. One great challenge that exists among human beings concerns our view of ourselves. Someone said the true test of sanity (and perhaps reality) is congruency between what you believe about yourself, who you really are, and who others view you to be. Most of us would have to admit some level of insanity. Unfortunately, human tendency is to believe that we “bring something to the game.” When it comes to God’s holiness, we bring nothing – zero, zip, nada.
Outline for the Book of Romans

	Introduction 1:1-17

I. SIN – Righteousness Demanded 1:18-3:20

    A. The Gentiles guilty – 1:18-32

    B. The Jews guilty – 2:1-3:8

    C. The whole world guilty – 3:-9-20

II. SALVATION – Righteousness Declared 3:21-5:21

   A. Justification stated – 3:21-31

   B. Justification illustrated in Abraham – 4

   C. Justification explained in Adam – 5

III. SANCTIFICATION – Righteousness Defended 6-8

   A. Victory: the flesh – 6

   B. Liberty: the Law –7

   C. Security: the Spirit – 8
	IV. SOVEREIGNTY – Righteousness Declined 9-11

   A. Israel's past riches – 9

   B. Israel's present rejection – 10

   C. Israel's future restoration – 11

V. SERVICE– Righteousness Demonstrated 12:1-15:7

   A. In the Church body – 12

   B. In society – 13

   C. Toward the weaker believer – 14:1-15:7

Conclusion 15:8-16:27




Supporting Scriptures

The following passages are used in today’s lesson: Romans 2, Philippians 2:3, Psalm 51:10, and Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.
Discussion
Romans 2:17-29 address the issue the Jews and the Law. As in other epistles, whenever Jews were prevalent in a local body the issue of the law, and often circumcision, arose among the body. Those who had been brought up in the Jewish tradition of the law struggled with some of the freedoms associated with grace. Although they saw the law as righteous and making one spiritual, Paul corrects their errant view in that the primary objective in life is righteousness achieved through right living. Consider his comments in verse 27: The one who is not circumcised physically and yet obeys the law will condemn you who, even though you have the written code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker. Here is the challenge for the modern-day believer: while we might not struggle with Jewish law and tradition, we are guilty of the same sins when we exhibit legalistic tendencies and fail to demonstrate grace to brothers and sisters who are growing in the Lord. The weaker brother or sister is not brought closer to the Lord through mean-spirited judgment; but rather, they grow in the Lord when a more mature Believer comes alongside them as an encourager and shows them what a Christian should look like.
Questions for Consideration
1. As Believers, what should an appreciation of God’s wrath do for us? Read Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.
2. How do you think most non-believers view themselves in light of God’s holiness (i.e. their take on sin)? How about Believers?

3. What is legalism and what does it look like in the church today? What harm is done to the name of Christ and what harm is inflicted on young Believers?
4. How does brokenness counter legalism? Read Philippians 2:3 and Psalm 51:10.
Take-away Points
One of the great demonstrations of “getting it” as a Believer involves being obedient. A good steward is faithful with the responsibilities that have been entrusted to him. Beyond obedience, Believers are called upon to exhibit grace. There is no room for us to demonstrate anything but grace to a non-believing world, and even within the church we must be careful in how we treat fellow Believers. Grace and a desire to lift others up is a sign of spiritual maturity.
Next Meeting Time: Sunday, September 19. Read Romans 3 in preparation for this meeting.
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