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A Study on the Letter to the Romans

Lesson #3 - Romans 3
Man's Unrighteousness, God’s Faithfulness
Main Idea
Romans 1 and 2 are very clear regarding God’s stance against sin and man’s general unworthiness in comparison to a perfect God. Up to this point in the book of Romans there has been no discussion on God’s redemptive plan for mankind. However, in Romans 3 we see God’s righteous declaration based on the work of Jesus on the Cross. Only when we begin to understand man’s general unworthiness (Romans 3:10-18) can we start to appreciate what God has done for those of us who know him. As Paul states in verse 18: There is no fear of God before their eyes.
Outline for the Book of Romans

	Introduction 1:1-17

I. SIN – Righteousness Demanded 1:18-3:20

    A. The Gentiles guilty – 1:18-32

    B. The Jews guilty – 2:1-3:8

    C. The whole world guilty – 3:-9-20

II. SALVATION – Righteousness Declared 3:21-5:21

   A. Justification stated – 3:21-31

   B. Justification illustrated in Abraham – 4

   C. Justification explained in Adam – 5

III. SANCTIFICATION – Righteousness Defended 6-8

   A. Victory: the flesh – 6

   B. Liberty: the Law –7

   C. Security: the Spirit – 8
	IV. SOVEREIGNTY – Righteousness Declined 9-11

   A. Israel's past riches – 9

   B. Israel's present rejection – 10

   C. Israel's future restoration – 11

V. SERVICE– Righteousness Demonstrated 12:1-15:7

   A. In the Church body – 12

   B. In society – 13

   C. Toward the weaker believer – 14:1-15:7

Conclusion 15:8-16:27




Supporting Scriptures

The following passages are used in today’s lesson: Romans 3, Colossians 2:13-14, Ephesians 2:8-9.
Discussion
One of the great challenges that lays before all mankind concerns the role we play in salvation; more specifically stated, what role man plays in justification. The great irony is that we are wired to believe that in order to win God’s favor we must do something of worth, yet two issues are at stake. First, in relation to a perfect God what in the world can we actually bring that is of worth to Him? Secondly, how many humans actually have a level of consistent commitment that would even be worth anything? If one were to poll all mankind, most humans who actually want to go to Heaven fall into one of three categories (cf. see figure below). Although the latter two options appear to be different, there is actually no difference as they both involve and necessitate man’s participation – in other words, man is required to do something in order to be justified. Justification is either completely a work of God, or it is not. We are justified freely by His grace (Romans 3:24), but more importantly, we are justified because it is completely a work of God as we read in Romans 8:33 – It is God who justifies,
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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.




Romans 3:10-18 presents a very clear case that there is no way man can pursue God without some outside intervention from Him (also supported in Ephesians 2:8-9). As we read in Colossians 2:13-14 (NIV):

13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.

Questions for Consideration
1. How bad is man? Read Romans 3:10-18 and consider what is presented. In contrast, how holy is God?
2. The concept of salvation is a central theme in Romans. Why is it so critically important that we get the “mechanics of salvation” down? Consider the use of the word entrusted in Romans 3:2.
Take-away Points
Salvation by grace is something that God does for us; it is not something we do for ourselves. The next several chapters of Romans focus on God’s gift of righteousness to us because of His desire to save us from the penalty of sin. As Romans 3:23 attests, we all fall short of God’s glory and without Him have no desire to pursue Him or His work.
Next Meeting Time: Thursday, September 23. Read Romans 4 in preparation for this meeting.









� Outline from Be Right by Warren W. Wiersbe
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