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Sanctified

Glorified

The Salvation Continuum

Addressing the timing, mechanics, and sequence of events associated with man’s salvation

Grace

Galatians 3:8 (New International Version)

The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by 

faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: "All 

nations will be blessed through you."

Regeneration: John 5:24 (New International Version)

I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him 

who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he 

has crossed over from death to life. 

Legend

Complete works of God (Romans 8:28-33)

Work of God (Holy Spirit) validated by man’s response

Ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in man (John 17:17,19; 1 

Thessalonians 5:22-24)

Galatians 3:22-24 (New International Version)

22

But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, 

being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 

23

Before this faith 

came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 

24

So the law 

was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.

John 17:16-19 (New International Version)

16

They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 

17

Sanctify them by the truth; 

your word is truth. 

18

As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 

world. 

19

For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

Faith

Justified

(Regeneration)


The Christian Soldier’s

Field Manual

A Study on the Letter to the Romans

Lesson #4 - Romans 4
Abraham Justified by Faith
Main Idea
While the first three chapters of Romans deal primarily with sin, Romans 4 deals specifically with justification. Justification is the first form of salvation that will be discussed in this series. Justification is completely a work of God. Romans 4 tells us that Abraham was justified by faith. At the heart of this discussion concerns whether or not the faith that Abraham had was a result of his doing, or the work of God. In this lesson we discuss that the faith that Abraham was not of his own doing, but his faith was a gift from God. Before faith takes root, God has a priori invoked the following events (or actions) before faith ever comes on the scene in the life of a Believer: grace, foreknowledge, predestination, and calling. Faith is evidence of God’s work in the life of a Believer.
Outline for the Book of Romans

	Introduction 1:1-17

I. SIN – Righteousness Demanded 1:18-3:20

    A. The Gentiles guilty – 1:18-32

    B. The Jews guilty – 2:1-3:8

    C. The whole world guilty – 3:-9-20

II. SALVATION – Righteousness Declared 3:21-5:21

   A. Justification stated – 3:21-31

   B. Justification illustrated in Abraham – 4
   C. Justification explained in Adam – 5

III. SANCTIFICATION – Righteousness Defended 6-8

   A. Victory: the flesh – 6

   B. Liberty: the Law –7

   C. Security: the Spirit – 8
	IV. SOVEREIGNTY – Righteousness Declined 9-11

   A. Israel's past riches – 9

   B. Israel's present rejection – 10

   C. Israel's future restoration – 11

V. SERVICE– Righteousness Demonstrated 12:1-15:7

   A. In the Church body – 12

   B. In society – 13

   C. Toward the weaker believer – 14:1-15:7

Conclusion 15:8-16:27




Supporting Scriptures

The following passages are used in today’s lesson: Romans 4, Colossians 2:13-14, Ephesians 2:8-9.
Discussion
Romans is a book that builds on itself. One must be careful to not come to any significant conclusions at any particular point in the book without studying and meditating on the entire book. For example, if one were to read Romans 1 – 4 it would be possible to conclude that faith is the primary action required for justification. While faith is required for salvation from an evidence standpoint, this is only part of the picture. Before one has faith, God has in eternity past performed several significant actions on part of the Believer to ensure that faith tales place at the proper time in the life of the Believer. These pre-faith events include grace, foreknowledge, predestination, and a calling. The figure on the back page demonstrates the timing associated with the events that take place during the life of the Believer. As noted, some events occur prior to justification, while others occur after justification (i.e. sanctification and glorification). The general debate that exists (and has existed) within the Church concerns whether or not man’s faith (and actions) are what save (i.e. justify) him, or if it is the supernatural work of God. Works is anything that you and I do. It would seem that Paul very clearly answers this question for us in Romans 4:2-3.
2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 3What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."[

To understand this subject a Believer must spend many, many hours studying Scripture, praying, and seeking to understand God’s plan for Believers. The simple believism taught in so many churches today fails to account for God’s Sovereignty and equally-damaging, fails to motivate the Believer to respond to the concept that they have been hand-picked by God for the work of the Kingdom. The lack of power seen in the modern-day American church is a direct result of this “me-first” philosophy.
Questions for Consideration
1. How do you define works? How about grace? Explain to the group how you would explain this concept to someone unfamiliar with the terminology.
2. Review the chart on the back page. Explain each term in this chart, how they relate to each other, and why the timing of events is important to understanding how we come to know Christ.
3. How do the following verses validate that faith is a gift from God? Hebrews 12:2 and Romans 12:3
Take-away Points
From a theological standpoint the opposite of works is grace. Works are actions that we take to receive merit, while grace is something that God does for us (because we are unable to do it for ourselves). In the Doctrine of Grace distinguishing between works and grace is extremely important. This is not to say that works are not important, quite the contrary. However, while works is applicable when discussing sanctification, works have nothing to do with justification.
Next Meeting Time: Sunday, September 26. Read Romans 5 in preparation for this meeting.
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Running the race where Christ sets the pace.













� Outline from Be Right by Warren W. Wiersbe





To download Bible studies for this and other series, click on Bible Studies at www.chrisalexander.com

