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A Study on the Letter to the Romans

Lesson #6 - Romans 6
Victory over Sin as Slaves to God
Main Idea
In this lesson we move from discussing justification as the basis for our salvation, to focusing on sanctification. By definition justification is being saved from the penalty of sin; whereas, sanctification concerns being saved from the power of sin. God’s desire is that as Believers we have victory over sin. Because God chose us to be His as demonstrated through justification, we are in effect His slaves. Those who are not Believers are slaves to sin and in effect have a different master. The primary concept presented in Romans 6 is that as Believers, we must be cognizant of the fact that as slaves to God (Romans 6:22), our expected response is obedience. In fact, if we are to truly admit that we understand the great price paid by Christ on the Cross for our justification, the only proper response is obedience. Our obedience is the true evidence of sanctification.
Outline for the Book of Romans

	Introduction 1:1-17

I. SIN – Righteousness Demanded 1:18-3:20

    A. The Gentiles guilty – 1:18-32

    B. The Jews guilty – 2:1-3:8

    C. The whole world guilty – 3:-9-20

II. SALVATION – Righteousness Declared 3:21-5:21

   A. Justification stated – 3:21-31

   B. Justification illustrated in Abraham – 4
   C. Justification explained in Adam – 5

III. SANCTIFICATION – Righteousness Defended 6-8

   A. Victory: the flesh – 6
   B. Liberty: the Law –7

   C. Security: the Spirit – 8
	IV. SOVEREIGNTY – Righteousness Declined 9-11

   A. Israel's past riches – 9

   B. Israel's present rejection – 10

   C. Israel's future restoration – 11

V. SERVICE– Righteousness Demonstrated 12:1-15:7

   A. In the Church body – 12

   B. In society – 13

   C. Toward the weaker believer – 14:1-15:7

Conclusion 15:8-16:27




Supporting Scriptures

The following passages are used in today’s lesson: Romans 6, 1:1; 1 Corinthians 6:20; Exodus 21:32; 2 Timothy 2:23-25.
Discussion
To most Americans the concept of slavery is repugnant. Second only to the sin of murdering the life of the unborn that now plagues our land; the slavery that once existed in our nation is a horrid stain on the fabric of our history. The Bible speaks often of slavery (the word “slave” is used more than 700 times). At its very core, slavery involves three concepts: purchase, ownership, and obedience. In Romans 6 Paul discusses that all mankind are slaves, with our master either being either God or sin. As Paul conveys to the Believer in 1 Corinthians 6:20: you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. Just as in days past the master chose and bought the slave, we were chosen and bought, the price being the life of Christ (far more than the 30 shekels of silver allocated for a common slave, Exodus 21:32). To add further clarification for us, Paul describes himself as a bond-servant (Romans 1:1, NASB), where he delineates himself from a common slave as one fully-committed to the service of Christ. If there is any free will for the Believer, it resides in how we respond to Christ as His servants after justification. As Dave Gibson recently taught from the pulpit, “Mature people are grateful, while immature people are entitled.” It is so easy to lose focus as Christians and forget that without the ransom paid for our lives, we would be dead in our transgressions. I am convinced that revival will sweep our land when as God’s slaves, we have an increased awareness of His ownership and a renewed focus on obedience with a 24/7 commitment to bringing glory to His name.
Questions for Consideration
1. Review the chart on the back page. Explain each term in this chart, how they relate to each other, and why the timing of events is important to understanding how we come to know Christ. Look specifically at the position of faith in relation to justification/regeneration.
2. Road Exodus 21:1-6 and 1 Corinthians 6:20. How does a bond servant differ from a common servant or slave?
3. What does it look like to live for Christ and do you have areas in your life where you have not fully surrendered to Him? Consider 2 Timothy 2:23-25 in developing an answer (specifically verse 24, And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.).
Take-away Points
In the grand scheme of things, God’s expectation for us as servants pale in comparison to the price He paid for us. Instead of our acting our worth, we should act our price. God is patient with us (2 Peter 3:8-9); however, the mature Believer will grasp the need he has for repentance and live in a manner that reflects an understanding of what God has done for him. It is easy for us to take for granted the price paid for our justification. Let’s encourage one another to pursue Christ and not grow weary in doing all that we can to bring honor to His name. He deserves nothing short of our best.
Next Meeting Time: Thursday, October 7. Read Romans 7 in preparation for this meeting.
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The Salvation Continuum

Addressing the timing, mechanics, and sequence of events associated with man’s salvation

Grace

Galatians 3:8 (New International Version)

The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by 

faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: "All 

nations will be blessed through you."

John 1:12-13 (New International Version)

12

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children of God—

13

children 

born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 

husband's will, but born of God. 

John 3:5-7 (New International Version)

5

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 

6

Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 

7

You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born 

again.' 

John 5:24 (New International Version)

I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him 

who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he 

has crossed over from death to life. 

Ephesians 2:4-5 (New International Version)

4

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 

mercy, 

5

made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. 

Legend

Complete works of God – man does nothing (Romans 8:28-33)

Work of God (Holy Spirit) validated by man’s response

Ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in man (John 17:17,19; 1 

Thessalonians 5:22-24)

Galatians 3:22-24 (New International Version)

22

But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of

sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus 

Christ, might be given to those who believe. 

23

Before this faith 

came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith 

should be revealed. 

24

So the law was put in charge to lead us to 

Christ that we might be justified by faith.

John 17:16-19 (New International Version)

16

They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 

17

Sanctify them by the truth; 

your word is truth. 

18

As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 

world. 

19

For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

Faith

Justified

(Regeneration)

Comments on Regeneration

Justification and regeneration are simultaneous events. There is some debate as to when regeneration takes place relative to 

faith. Many of the reformed tradition believe that faith and regeneration occur at the same instance of time, or even that 

regeneration precedes faith. Scripture is not explicitly clear on the timing of this matter and I would not take a hard stance 

argument for or against this position. However, it does seem more plausible that faith precedes regeneration for several 

reasons: (1) Regeneration refers to the actual process of being born again by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. To say that 

regeneration precedes faith means that the Holy Spirit must reside within the Believer before they believe. This cannot be. (2) 

Jesus’ use of the “birth” analogy is intentional and specific. Just as an infant spends a period of time within the womb, an elect 

Believer is wooed and convicted by the Holy Sprit to the point of repentance (Luke 13:5) and belief (Acts 16:31). Regeneration 

and justification occur simultaneously once the Believer makes a confession of faith. (3) Finally, it is not regeneration that 

causes one to believe, but God’s grace. God’s grace and His regeneration for the Believer are different. One applies to 

Believers individually (i.e. regeneration), while the other (i.e. saving grace) universally for all Believers. Our faith is merely a 

responsive action to God’s work. God’s works that apply to the Believer include His foreknowledge, His predestination, and His 

calling to the Believer once they are born.
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