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A Study on the Letter to the Romans

Lesson #9 - Romans 9
God’s Sovereign Choice of Israel
Main Idea
In a very logical fashion, Paul presents Romans 9-11 to validate the prior messages of Romans 1-8. Paul had two primary purposes in Romans 9. First and foremost, it was to help readers understand God’s Sovereign choice of Israel and that despite their rejection of Jesus as Messiah, God was not finished with them. The second was to validate to those who doubt, that God continues to work through election. Just as He called Israel, not because of her might or because of anything she had done, Believers are called because of His grace. His people are chosen today as those called to bring glory to His name by being conformed to the likeness of Christ.

Outline for the Book of Romans

	Introduction 1:1-17

I. SIN – Righteousness Demanded 1:18-3:20

    A. The Gentiles guilty – 1:18-32

    B. The Jews guilty – 2:1-3:8

    C. The whole world guilty – 3:-9-20

II. SALVATION – Righteousness Declared 3:21-5:21

   A. Justification stated – 3:21-31

   B. Justification illustrated in Abraham – 4
   C. Justification explained in Adam – 5

III. SANCTIFICATION – Righteousness Defended 6-8

   A. Victory: the flesh – 6

   B. Liberty: the Law –7
   C. Security: the Spirit – 8
	IV. SOVEREIGNTY – Righteousness Declined 9-11

   A. Israel's past riches – 9

   B. Israel's present rejection – 10

   C. Israel's future restoration – 11

V. SERVICE– Righteousness Demonstrated 12:1-15:7

   A. In the Church body – 12

   B. In society – 13

   C. Toward the weaker believer – 14:1-15:7

Conclusion 15:8-16:27




Supporting Scriptures

The following passages are used in today’s lesson: Romans 9; Isaiah 29:16; 45:9; Romans 11:11, 25; John 15:6; Deuteronomy 7:6-9; and Malachi 1:2-3.
Discussion
Romans 9-11 address the Sovereignty of God with regards to His relationship with Israel. Although unique in its focus on Israel, this section is an extremely important part of Romans for at least four reasons.
1. God’s Sovereignty Remember that Romans, like any good and logical treatise, is based on a sequential presentation to establish a series of key points. As we have discussed previously in this series, Romans builds on itself. For example, one cannot fully understand the contents of Romans 9 if one has not studied the contents in Romans 6. In this regard, Romans 9 makes the very blunt statement: God is in charge and can do whatever He wants. God answers to no one. In our day and age of “it’s not fair”, this concept is hard to swallow. Consider Romans 9:20-21 as presented below (cf. Isaiah 29:16; 45:9).
20But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 'Why did you make me like this?' "21Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?

2. Israel’s Position For much of Christendom little attention is paid to Israel, even within most Protestant churches. There is great debate within the church as to whether or not the unfulfilled promises originally made to Israel and being fulfilled within the church today (and tomorrow). Let me state the following: God is not finished with Israel yet and they are still His chosen nation. It is preposterous, because our inability to wait on the Lord, that the church has made such bold statements that the church is the recipient of all unfulfilled prophecies. Paul makes it very clear in Romans 9-11 that at some point the people of Israel will indeed see Jesus as their Messiah; however, for our benefit as Gentiles God has allowed them to experience a hardening of the heart (Romans 11:11) until the full number of Gentiles is accomplished (Romans 11:25). Once again, it is ALL about God’s grace in salvation, both for the Jew and the Gentile.
3. God’s Predestination This is a very subtle, yet critically important point. One of the great challenges in studying the New Testament (i.e. New Covenant) is that it is an unfinished era as presented in the Bible. Contrary to what we see in the Old Testament where we see the birth, rise, and fall of Israel, we (the Church) are actually part of the history of the New Covenant and are a work in progress.  In very logical fashion Paul states the following (my summary): There is no doubt that God chose Israel to be His people as observed through His work in the Old Testament. Men like Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, and others were divinely chosen and appointed to carry out the work of the Lord. 

There is to be no confusion that God chooses people for the work of His kingdom in order to bear fruit for the honor of His Name and Kingdom. While there are many in the church who will argue with predestination and election of the Believer, one would be hard-pressed to find any serious student of the Bible who does not recognize God’s Sovereign election of Israel as presented in the Old Testament. For me personally, this observation with regards to His historical relationship with Israel was critically important in my understanding God’s Grace and His plan for my life (and His plans for all Believers). Consider Jesus’ words in John 15:6.
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

4. Eternal Security This is the second subtle point, but vitally important in the life of the Believer. Once again, Paul points out that in spite of Israel’s horrible unbelief and rejection of Jesus as the Messiah, they did not lose their honored position as God’s chosen people. Consider Deuteronomy 7:6-9.
6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 7 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.
In the same manner in which Israel has not lost her position as God’s chosen people, the Elect Believer can never lose their salvation. The real challenge in this discussion is this: If I do not believe in the Doctrine of Grace (i.e. that God saves Believers by election), how can I know for certain that Believers will never lose their salvation? The concept that man can lose his salvation is in direct contradiction to the Doctrine of Grace and completely nullifies the work of Christ on the Cross. Yet, there are many churches today that teach the false and heretical doctrine that Believers can lose their salvation.

Questions for Consideration
1. As discussed, Romans 9-11 provides great support for the preceding chapters in relation to God’s Sovereignty, His predestination and purpose for Believers, and eternal security for the Believer. Review Clarence Larkin’s The Failure of Man chart to see where The Church fits within God’s overall timeframe for mankind. Briefly discuss the seven Dispensations presented in this chart (i.e. note that all dispensations end with a Judgment of God in relation to a failure of man).
2. Review Deuteronomy 7:6-9 and Malachi 1:2-3 with regards to the Lord’s choice of Israel. According to these passages, why did God choose Israel? In the same manner, according to Romans 8:29, for what purpose are Believers chosen (i.e. predestined)?
Take-away Points
We learn a great deal about God when we study the Old Testament, especially with regards to His view and relationship with mankind. Just as Israel was called by God to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exodus 19:6), we are also called to be priests as Peter declared (1 Peter 2:9):

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Believers have been called to be salt and light to a tasteless and dark world.

Next Meeting Time: Thursday, October 21. Read Romans 10 in preparation for this meeting.
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� Outline from Be Right by Warren W. Wiersbe


� A major driver during the Reformation was in response to the teachings of Pelagius (370-435). Pelagius believed that Adam was born morally neutral and could either sin or not. Pelagius also said, “All therefore have a free will to sin or not to sin… everyone has it within the power of his own will to do anything or not to do it. Our victory over sin and Satan proceeds not from the help which God affords but is owing to our own free will.” Pelagius also believed the following:


•	Concerning Election: God chooses man only because He foresaw that man would choose God. 


•	Concerning Salvation: Man can choose to sin and change his destiny thus losing his salvation.








To download Bible studies for this and other series, click on Bible Studies at www.chrisalexander.com

